II.     Stipulations

At  the  outset   of  the hearing,   the   parties   entered   into-the   following
stipulations:

1.   The  Section   23  and 25 mines   are   operated by United  Nuclear-
Homestake Partners   and  are  subject   to  the Act.

2.   The Administrative Law Judge has   jurisdiction   to  hear   these
matters.

3.   The Section  23 mine  is   a large   uranium mine   with   approximately
486,000 hours  worked  in  1979.

4.   The  Section  25 mine   is   a medium  size uranium mine   with
approximately  287,000 hours  worked  in 1979.

5.   The mine  inspectors  who   issued   the   citations   were   employees   of   the
Mine Safety and Health Administration  and  authorized   representatives  of  the
Secretary of Labor.

6.   Any penalties   assessed   in   these  proceedings   would   not   affect   the
operator's  ability to  remain in business.

7.   The  respondent   demonstrated  good  faith   in  abating  all   the   alleged
violations.

8.   The  Section.23  and 25 mines  have  a  small history of  previous
violations.

III.   Settlement  Proposals
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On May 22, 1980, petitioner filed a written motion for .approval of
a partial settlement 'agreement which had been entered into with the
respondent.  At the hearing, the parties moved that the. agreement be
approved. The agreement provides for withdrawal of Citation no. 151097
and for payment of the penalties proposed in connection with Citations
numbered 151093, -151094, 151098', 151440 ank 151441.  At the hearing the
parties s'tated:that they had agreed to settle three more citations.
Respondent, agreed to pay the proposed penalty assessments in Citations
numbered 151989, 151090 and 151096.  Both the written and oral motions
included a documented discussion of the six criteria as' set forth in
Section 110(i) of the Act.

Upon due consideration, I conclude that the proposed settlements
should be approved.  Approval of the settlement proposals are reflected
below in the final order.rogram is apparently going to be designed for the day
